WITHA LACUESTA - Artist Statement

Painting is a passion for me. From my earliest youth, my father supported my artistic interest while
traveling, visiting museums, offering art instruction, and education. Art has been a family interest for
generations (collectors, painters, sculptors, fashion design, and carriage design). My special interest
always focused on drawing and watercolor painting. Watercolors fascinate me for their brilliance,
transparency, and versatility. I take my inspiration from nature but also from music, dancing, and
visual atmospheric impressions. Working in other mediums like oil, acrylic, encaustic, clay, and mixed
media gives me the opportunity to create larger scale art projects as well. I hope my art gives viewers a
place for reflection and peace.

Education
Salem State College, Massachusetts, USA, BS
University of Massachusetts, Boston, USA, MA
Professor of Geography (1997 to present)
Artist in Residence, Coquina Elementary School, Titusville, 2006
Staedel Museum School, Frankfurt/M, Germany
Studied with notable artists in the USA, Germany, and Austria

Awards:

o« BWS SPLASH 2025 1% place, 2025Coconut

e Vero Beach Art Club Art by the Sea, 1% place, (watercolor) 2025
« Coconut Grove Arts Festival, 2" P Watercolor, 2019

« Space Coast Art Festival, ' place in watercolor, 2017

o Beaux Arts Festival of Art, First Place watercolor, 2015

o Chamber South Miami Art Festival, Best of Show, 2014

o 22" Annual All Florida Artists Juried Show, Best of Show

o Inaugural Viera Art Festival, Best of Show, 2009

o CBAA Heritage Isle Art Show, Best of Show, 2008

o Olde Brevard III, Melbourne, FL Best of Show, 2003

o Chamber South Miami Art Festival, 1% place (watercolor), 2013
o Chamber South Miami Art Festival, 1% place (watercolor), 2012
o CBAA Heritage Isle Show, first place, 2007

o Watercolors of Wild Things II, 1* place, 2004

o BWS Watercolors of Wild Things, 1% place 2003

Other Awards:

o Poster Artist Platinum Coast Orchid Society 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024, 2025
o Estero Fine Art Show, Award of Distinction, 2019

o BWS, Splash Art & Antique Studio Award, 2019

o Space Coast Art Festival, Merit Award, 2019

o Under the Oaks, Anna Marye Barnes Award, 2018

« Art by the Sea, Vero Beach, 3™ place watercolor, 2018

« BWS SPLASH, Merit Award, 2018

o Space Coast Art Festival 1% place watercolor, 2017

« Coconut Grove Art Festival, 2" place watercolor

o DeLand Fall Festival of Art, Award of Recognition, 2015
o Osceola Art Festival, Award of Excellence, 2015



Ocala Art Festival, Award of Merit, 2015

Vero Beach Art Club Courthouse Exhibit 2015, 1 place

Vision, Titusville Art League Award, 2015

BWS - SPLASH, Award of Merit, 2015

Under the Oaks, Anna Marya Barnes Award, 2015

Melbourne Art Festival, 2" place watercolor,2013

St. Johns River Art Festival, 2" place painting, 2012

St. John River Art Festival, Award of Excellence, 2014

Under the Oaks, Merit Award, 2014

Osceola Art Festival, Award of Excellence, 2013

Space Coast Art Festival, 2" place watercolor, 2010

Maitland Rotary Art Festival, 2" place in watercolor, 2009

Merritt Island Natl. Wildlife Refuge, Solo Show, 2014

BWS ‘Watercolor Images from the Refuge’, 2" place, 2008

BWS —14™" Annual Member’ Show Splash, 2" place, 2009
CBAA Heritage Isle show, 2" place, 2006

Art by the Sea, Vero Beach, FL, 2" place watercolor, 2005

BWS 'Splash 20127, third place, 2012

A.E. Backus Museum juried art show, 3" place, watercolor, 2011

Space Coast Art Festival, 3™ place watercolor, 2008

Deland Fall Festival of Arts, Award of Merit, 2014

Melbourne Art Fall Festival, Merit Award, 2011

BWS — Splash, Award of Merit, 2009

Space Coast Art Festival, Merit Award, watercolor, 2009

BWS - SPLASH, Honorable Mention and Merit Award, 2007

Osceola Art Festival, Award of Excellence, 2014

Ocala Art Festival, Award of Excellence, 2013

BWS Splash, Mission Gold 1 Award, 2013

Galeria Zero, art-basel, CH, silver award, 2012

Festival of the Masters Disney, Orlando, 2011, Purchase Award

Sister Art I, Lenningen, Germany 2011

Under the Oaks, Vero Beach, Rita Card Award, 2010

Festival in the Park, Charlotte, NC, Judge’s Choice 2-D, 2008

Florida Biennial, Museum of Florida Art, DeLand, 2008

Maggie Mae Magazine, FL, March 2008 front cover

BWS “Watercolor Images from the Refuge’, MIWA Award, 2007

Solo show German Consulate General, Miami, FL. 2007

Corporate, public and private collections

Osceola County, Kissimmee, Purchase Award, 2014, 2015
Museum of Florida Art, DeLand, Purchase Award, 2012
Indian River Colony Club, Melbourne 2012, 2014
Disney Corporation, Orlando, Purchase Award, 2011
Melbourne Airport, 2007
City of Cape Canaveral, Mayor's Purchase Award, 2007
Patrick AFB Hospital, 2011



